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Abstract: This paper primarily examines the range of situations that can be described using the
Chinese verb shuyu (J&T). The construction "X shuyu Y" is an expression used to classify X by
assigning it to a category Y based on specific criteria. Category Y implies the existence of contrastive
alternatives and can represent either a stage or level, or an independent, discrete category. In Chinese,
a wide variety of entities can serve as category Y, allowing "X shuyu Y" to be applied to a diverse
range of situations. This expression is used not only for objective classifications based on medical
or legal standards but also for classifications based on subjective judgment. This study suggests that
the Chinese language exhibits a preference for conceptualizing situations as the "attribution of an
object to a category" through this classificatory framework.
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