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I. 1 から 10 の各空所にはいる最も適切な語、または語句を、選択肢（A）から（D）の中から一つずつ選び、その

記号を解答欄に記してください。 

 

Officials in Monterey, California, on Aug. 19 closed off a beach in the county after hundreds of California sea lions 

took it over. 

 

Crowds have (   1   ) at San Carlos beach to watch the sea lions as they rest and play on the sand and in the water. 

 

Sea lions are often seen at some beaches on the California coast, but local (   2   ) say they have never seen so 

many of them gathered in Monterey. 

 

Lisa Uttal, a marine biologist with the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary, said they may be (   3   ) to the 

rich diversity in the food supply in the waters. 

 

“They’re usually chasing the food and, because Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary is so productive out here, 

the productivity is really (   4   ),” Uttal said. 

 

They were (   5   ) to stay on the beach for three to four weeks, she said. 

(September 13, 2024, the japan times alpha online) 

 

1 

(A) gathered 

(B) collected 

(C) floated 

(D) assumed 

 

2 

(A) receptionists 

(B) recipients 

(C) respondents 

(D) residents 

 

3 

(A) attract 

(B) attracts 

(C) attracting 

(D) attracted 

 

4 

(A) thin 

(B) slender 

(C) rich 

(D) wealthy 
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5 

(A) expect 

(B) expecting 

(C) expects 

(D) expected 

 

 

I couldn’t help but sneak a sideways glance at the two tourists next to us. We were in a popular cafe in Kyoto and 

they were (   6   ) sandwiches and onigiri from the convenience store. 

 

They’d ordered only coffee at the cafe, even though it offered several hearty breakfast choices. 

 

This wasn’t the only time I would see (   7   ), typically tourists from overseas, eating “outside food and drinks” 

in cafes and other eateries. During my five-day stay in Kyoto, we saw at least seven people doing this. 

 

At a Mister Donut, (   8   ), a few ladies chatted loudly in English as they drank their canned coffee in between 

bites of donuts. 

 

At a busy food court in a shopping mall, a couple had somehow (   9   ) hot water to cook their cup noodles, which 

had been bought elsewhere. They did not patronise any stalls in the food court. 

 

I wondered if this had somehow become acceptable behaviour. The food court had a sign saying “No outside food 

allowed,” but I did not notice any similar sign at the cafe or Mister Donut. 

 

Such signs are fairly common at casual establishments in Singapore. But even without any sign, I would have assumed 

that such practices are not allowed anyway. 

 

First and foremost, it’s unfair to the business owner. I also find it quite rude. If there are customers waiting for a table, 

such behaviour is surely even more inconsiderate. 

 

Perhaps exceptions can be made for those with special dietary requirements, but even then, I think it’s only right to 

politely ask for (   10   ). 

(August 9, 2024, the japan times alpha online, ただし改変した個所あり) 

 

 

6 

(A) unwrap 

(B) unwraps 

(C) unwrapped 

(D) unwrapping 

 

7 

(A) customers 

(B) owners 

(C) guests 

(D) explorers 

 

8 

(A) for instance 

(B) for good 

(C) instead 

(D) in spite of 
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9 

(A) maintained 

(B) seized 

(C) managed 

(D) obtained 

 

10 

(A) allowance 

(B) permission 

(C) forgiveness 

(D) sympathy 

 

 

II.  1 から 10 の (     )内の空所に入る最も適切な語、または語句を、選択肢（A）から（D）の中から一つずつ選

び、その記号を解答欄に記してください。 

 

1  My mother (     ) the chance to travel abroad in her life. 

(A) has never had 

(B) had never has 

(C) never had have 

(D) never having had 

 

2  Lucy’s furniture, including a sofa and a king-size bed, (     ). 

(A) are to be sold 

(B) have to be sold 

(C) are going to be sold 

(D) is being sold 

 

3  Although Janet often goes to France, she speaks (     ) French. 

(A) few 

(B) little 

(C) only 

(D) almost any 

 

4  (     ), Mr. Carter decided to accept the offer. 

(A) Since driving home 

(B) For driving home 

(C) Once driving home 

(D) While driving home 

 

5  The population of Japan is (     ). 

(A) as large as Mexico 

(B) as large as it of Mexico 

(C) as large as that of Mexico 

(D) as large as the one of Mexico 

 

6  The budget proposal (     ) by the committee members by the end of this month. 

(A) should approve 

(B) should being approved 

(C) should have approved 

(D) should be approved 

 

 

 



7  When I called Beth last night, she was not at home, but I (     ) her at her office. 

(A) could reach 

(B) could have reached 

(C) was able to reach 

(D) could have been reached 

 

8  I wish I (     ) work on Sundays. 

(A) have not to 

(B) were not 

(C) mustn’t  

(D) didn’t have to 

 

9  Jeff failed ------- in time for the presentation because of unexpected engine trouble. 

(A) to arrive 

(B) in arriving 

(C) to have arrived 

(D) in having arrived 

 

10  Please help yourself to (     ) you like. 

(A) however  

(B) what 

(C) whichever 

(D) whatever 

 

 

III. 600 字程度の日本語で、次の英文のストーリーの内容を分かりやすく説明してください。 

 

Life is full of conflicts. People want different things. It can be hard to find a compromise that satisfies everyone. 

Especially in an international marriage! 

 

I'm from Canada. My wife is Japanese. When we got married, we had to negotiate different customs, values and 

ways of thinking. The biggest challenge that we faced, however, wasn't cultural differences. It was language. 

 

My wife had studied in the United States and was eager to maintain her English. Having married a native speaker, 

she had dreams of speaking English every day until she became fluent. 

 

I'd studied a year of textbook Japanese at college and was eager to improve my conversation skills. Since I'd just 

acquired a Japanese wife, I had dreams of speaking Japanese every day. 

 

As a result of these competing agendas, we had a basic conflict to solve. What to do? 

 

We finally settled on a simple solution: We decided to take turns! Our plan was to speak each language on alternate 

days. One day would be "English Day." The following day would be "Japanese Day." This would allow each person 

to use their language of choice exactly half the time. 

 

We kicked off this new system on a Monday. By mutual agreement, our first day was English Day. This turned out 

to be very easy for me! The day started off with "Good morning!" and a breakfast chat in English. All day long, my 

wife and I spoke only English — my mother tongue — and everything went smoothly. 

 

The second day was Japanese Day. This started off with "Ohayo gozaimasu!" Things got harder after that! My 

Japanese at that time was actually not very good. The problem was that I didn't have enough vocabulary. 

 

As a result, our breakfast chat was slow and labored. It's hard to have a conversation when you don't know enough 

words! I was constantly using my Japanese-English dictionary. Even the simplest phrases proved a problem. 
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For example, I needed to ask my wife to "pass the salt." To do so, I had to look up the Japanese word for "pass," 

then look up the Japanese word for "salt," then try to put these together in a grammatical sentence. It took forever! 

 

My wife was incredibly patient and smiled as she watched me struggle. I started to wonder if she was secretly 

enjoying the linguistic torture I was going through! 

 

Although the first few months were a challenge, my spoken Japanese gradually improved. My wife as well was 

pleased at being able to maintain her English. Our system was a success! 

 

When dealing with conflict, it's important to find a compromise that's fair and acceptable to both parties. Good luck 

finding solutions to the conflicts in your own life! 

 

(Kip A. Cates, My bilingual marriage, The Japan Times ST: June 8, 2018) 
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