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[abstract]

This paper examines the rise and fall of Japan’s fermented seafood industry from the
perspective of regionality and cultural transformation, based primarily on a literature
review. Fermented seafoods produced and consumed in Japan include Shiokara (Fish Soy
Sauce), Narezushi, Nukazuke, Kusaya, and Honkarebushi, and the first two are common
to Southeast and Far East Asia. There are two types of foods that are unique in Japan:
Kusaya and Honkarebushi. The production purpose and process of fermented foods,
including fermented seafood, have changed over time, and innovation has occurred in the
direction of simpler way of production and lower costs. The issue is that consumers are
not sufficiently informed about the change of production methods due to the asymmetricity

of information.
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