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International Center, Daito Bunka University
Basic Japanese Course Registration Guide
Updated:August 2026

1. Academic Year
DBU operates on a two-semester system.
First (Spring) semester: April 1 - September 15
Second (Fall) semester: September 16 - March 31 of the following year

¢ Some classes have exams or paper submission during the final exam period.

Please check the class syllabus before returning home or traveling.

2. Class Periods

Period Schedule Class Hours
1st period 9:10~10:40 90min.
2nd period 10:55~12:25 90min.
Lunch break 12:25~13:15 50min.
3rd period 13:15~14:45 90min.
4th period 15:00~16:30 90min.
5th period 16:45~18:15 90min.

3. Course Registration
1) Number of hours per credit

Each class lasts 90 minutes and is conducted for 15 weeks per semester. One credit
requires for 45 hours of learning. This number of hours is the sum of class hours and
self-study. At DBU, one credit is for seminars (language courses including Intensive
Japanese) and two credits are for lectures. Please check syllabus for a number of

credits for courses you are taking.

1 credit = 90 minutes of class + 90 minutes of self-study every week

2) Attendance
In order to earn credits for a course, students must attend at least 2/3 of the entire
course and receive a grade of "C" or higher. You are considered one absent if you are

late or leave the classes early 3 times.



3) Earning credits
Grades are graded on a scale of S, A, B, C, D, and E. The scores for each grade are

as follows.

glades scores
S 100-90
89-80
79-70
69-60

59 scores or less

H| Q| |®|»>

Not subject to evaluation

If your grade for a class is “C” or higher (60 points or higher), you will earn a credit for
that class. If your grade is “D” (59 points or less) or “E” (not graded), you will not be

able to earn a credit for the class.

4) Courses Offered

[Basic Japanese Course]{Spring semester)

Class ]
Course name Instructors . Credits
classification
Basic Japanese . . .
Multiple instructors in charge | compulsory 1
1A1~ 1A8
Basic Japanese S )
Multiple instructors in charge | compulsory 1
2A1~ 2A8
Basic Japanese ) ) )
Multiple instructors in charge | compulsory 1
3A1~ 3A8

[Levels of Japanese offered]

Level 1: Beginner ~ Lower Elementary

Level 2: Lower Elementary ~ Upper Elementary

Level 3: Lower Intermediate ~ Pre-Upper Intermediate
Level 4: Pre-Upper Intermediate ~ Upper Intermediate

Level 5: Upper Intermediate and above

$¥Numbering of subjects (e.g., 1A1) does not correspond to your Japanese language
level. Courses registered for may be mixed from 1A1 to 3A8. Along with your transcript,

you will receive a certificate of the Japanese level you have studied.



(Fall semester)

[Basic Japanese Course]{Fall semester)

Class )
Course name Instructors . Credits
classification
Basic Japanese L i
Multiple instructors in charge | compulsory 1
1B1~ 1B8
Basic Japanese o i
Multiple instructors in charge | compulsory 1
2B1~ 2B8
Basic Japanese o i
Multiple instructors in charge | compulsory 1
3B1~ 3B8

[Levels of Japanese offered]

Level 1: Beginner ~ Lower Elementary

Level 2! Lower Elementary ~ Upper Elementary

Level 3: Lower Intermediate ~ Pre-Upper Intermediate
Level 4: Pre-Upper Intermediate ~ Upper Intermediate

Level 5: Upper Intermediate and above

»*Numbering of subjects (e.g., 1B1) does not correspond to your Japanese language
level. Courses registered for may be mixed from 1B1 to 3B8. Along with your transcript,

you will receive a certificate of the Japanese level you have studied.

[Course offered by International Center]{Spring Semester)

. Language
Course Name Credits )
Requirement

. Japanese Elementary
Global Studies 5 ] ]
level or higher, English
English
JLPT N2 or higher

JLPT N2 or higher

Global Studies 8
Current Issues in Japan B
Japanese History A

Japanese Politics .
. JLPT N2 or higher
Economy & Society A

Japanese Culture & Art A

NN NN

JLPT N2 or higher

(Fall Semester)

Course name to register Credits Language Requirement

) Japanese Elementary
Global Studies 6 . )
level or higher, English

Current Issues in Japan B 2 JLPT N2 or higher

Japanese History B 2 JLPT N2 or higher



Japanese Politics Economy
& Society B
Japanese Culture & Art B 2 JLPT N2 or higher

*In addition to the courses above, you can also take courses in other faculties.

2 JLPT N2 or higher

International Center will let you know details by e-mail.

4. Course Outline
1) Evaluation

Grades for each subject will be evaluated based on the class participation, reviewing
and prioritizing one's studies, quizzes, mid-term examination, and final examination,
etc. No credit will be given for failure to take the final exam. Please follow the

instructions in class for more information.

2) Intensive Japanese Classes
Classes for the Intensive Japanese Language Program are determined by a
placement test. In principle, students must take all assigned classes. (Except under

special circumstances)

3) Course contents
[Level 1]

The goal of the course is to develop the four skills of speaking, listening, reading,
and writing comprehensively while establishing hiragana and katakana, and
acquiring sentence patterns, grammar, expressions, and vocabulary in the first half of
the elementary level. The goal is to acquire these four skills in a comprehensive
manner. The main teaching material will be "Daichi 1". While understanding and
using commonly used everyday expressions and basic expressions, students will be
able to ask and answer questions about familiar matters and communicate easily. The
goal is for students to be able to make simple exchanges while asking and answering
questions about In Kanji and character vocabulary classes, "PRACTICAL KANJI Vol.
1" will be used and students will learn in classes that match their vocabulary skills.

The goal is to learn 135 kanji characters.

[Level 2]

The goal of this course is to comprehensively acquire the four skills of speaking,
listening, reading, and writing while learning the sentence patterns, grammar,
expressions, and vocabulary of the latter half of the beginner level. The main teaching
materials will be "Daichi 2", which covers basic information related to individuals,
matters in daily life, and expressions commonly used in areas directly related to

university life. The goal is for students to be able to understand expressions commonly

10



used in areas that are directly related and to be able to provide their own information.
In addition, "PRACTICAL KANJI Vol. 1" will be used in the Kanji and character
vocabulary classes, and the goal is to learn 250 kanji characters and increase kanji

vocabulary.

[Level 3]

Students will master sentence patterns, expressions, vocabulary, and other elements
in lower intermediate level. Using textbooks “Quartet: Intermediate Japanese I”
mainly. you will organize material that was difficult to differentiate at elementary

level and learn intermediate-level sentence patterns and expressions while you will

K &

develop four skills of “reading,” “writing,” “speaking,” and “listening” in a well-
balanced manner. In class, you will understand main points and arguments of texts
on familiar topics and develop the ability to respond to situations commonly
encountered during study abroad in Japan. Furthermore, you will aim to introduce
and explain familiar and interesting topics, express your opinions briefly with reasons,
and write and speak coherently. You will study kanji continuously. In kanji and
vocabulary classes, you will use “PRACTICAL KANJI Vol. 2” to aim to acquire 500 or

more kanji and expand your kanji vocabulary in intermediate level.

[Level 4]

Students will master the sentence patterns, expressions, and vocabulary in upper
intermediate level. Using textbooks ‘TRY N3’ and ‘TRY N2 mainly’, you will read
various types of texts (conversations, explanations, opinions, news articles),
understand key points, and develop the ability to summarize them. Additionally, the
goal is to enable you to write coherent sentences and give presentations on familiar

topics of interest, explaining your opinions and reasons.

[Level 5]

The "Basic Course" and the "Undergraduate Level Course" are combined to improve
your Japanese language skills. In Intensive Japanese Course, students learn grammar
in upper intermediate/advanced level (JLPT N2 level). Students take Japanese
language courses in the "Undergraduate Level Course" for reading comprehension,
written expression, and oral expression, and acquire the Japanese language skills
necessary for university classes. The goal is to acquire the Japanese language skills

(Academic Japanese) required for university classes.

[Global Studies 5 and Global Studies 6]

Students will work in pairs or groups with Japanese students to discuss familiar
matters. During the class, you can communicate using Japanese and English to
deepen the understanding of Japan and your home country. In addition to cultural

11



understanding, the goal is to improve your skill to listen and speak in Japanese. This

course 1s open to anyone who wishes to take it.

[Current Issues in Japan A]

In this course, we will deepen understanding of Japanese society and business
situations based on the theory of cross-cultural understanding, while relating it to
everyday matters that you experience in Japan. Through the exchange of opinions on
designated topics, students will also develop the ability to think and communicate in
a global society, as well as the ability to understand different cultures. We will help
you acquire practical thinking and communication skills as well as logic and

comprehension skills.

[Current Issues in Japan B]

In this course, international and Japanese students will form groups and learn from
each other through discussions and presentations. Because you actually work together
with Japanese students, you can learn not only how to use Japanese, but also how
Japanese people proceed with their assignments and make presentations. The topics
are related to career, and you will learn the ability to "create new wvalues by
collaborating with others who have different languages and cultures," which is

required in a global society.

5. Attendance and Notes on Classes

(1) Attendance and absence will be taken at each class. Students who are late for class
for more than 5 minutes after the class begins will be marked as tardy, and those
who are absent for more than 30 minutes after the class begins will be marked as
absent.

(2) If you must be absent from a class or an examination due to unavoidable
circumstances, please contact the teacher in charge of the class on the day before

the class or examination.

6. Purchase of textbooks

Please buy the textbook designated for your class. You cannot participate in class
without purchasing a textbook. Details of the textbooks used in the language course
will be explained in the first class. You can buy the textbooks at DBU university

bookstore, so please do NOT buy them until you receive instructions from your teacher.

12



7. Transferring credits to your home university

At DBU, one credit is calculated as 45 hours of study (180 minutes x 15 weeks). This
method of calculation for one credit may be different from the method used at your
home university. If you are planning to bring credits back to your home university,
please check with your alma mater before registering for courses to see if the credit
counting system is the same as at Daito Bunka University. Also, be sure how many
credits you need to take, and if there are any restrictions on the names or content of

courses, etc.

Other:

Taking the Japanese Language Proficiency Test (JLPT) is at your own discretion.
Please apply on your own.
@1st Japanese Language Proficiency Test (JLPT)  Test Date: Around frit Sunday
of July,
Application Period: Mid-March to early April
@2nd Japanese Language Proficiency Test (JLPT)  Test Date: Around first Sunday
of December

Application Period: Late August to early September
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